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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Monday, June 22, 2009

Congressman Rush Holt Joins with Health Care Leaders to Discuss Medical Innovation, Intellectual Property
Forum on Innovation Explores Challenges and Opportunities in Health Care Reform
(Princeton, NJ) – Congressman Rush Holt (D-12) today joined health care leaders from the HealthCare Institute of New Jersey, Novo Nordisk Inc., Johnson & Johnson and XenoBiotic Laboratories, Inc. to discuss the importance of protecting medical innovation in health reform policy.  The event was held at Novo Nordisk Inc. in Princeton.

The forum, “Innovation, Intellectual Property and Its Impact on Human Health” featured a keynote address by Congressman Holt on health care reform, medical innovation and the role of the federal government, as well as a panel discussion on public policy and how to sustain and encourage innovation.  Topics included: Follow-on Biologics, Intellectual Property and Patent Reform, and the Impact of Innovation on Stakeholders and Local Communities.
"As the spouse of a physician and a research scientist myself, I know firsthand the value of biomedical research. Research creates jobs now, lays the groundwork for our future economic growth, but most importantly will improve the health of individual Americans by preventing and curing diseases. I will work with my colleagues in Congress to create policies that encourage innovation and promote translation of research into new drugs and devices to improve health," Holt said.
As the national health care reform debate heats up, the forum explored how reform must sustain and encourage innovation and what is at stake if it does not.   
“Health care reform is now front and center in Washington.  And, while our national debate wages on this important issue, one topic absent from those discussions is the future of innovation and retaining the United State’s leadership in Intellectual Property,” said Bob Franks, President, HealthCare Institute of New Jersey. 
-more-

“Yet, the real problem may be even worse: the evidence is mounting that we are facing nothing short of an innovation crisis in America’s life sciences sector. Health care reform must sustain and encourage innovation; if it does not, then the important goals of expanding access, improving quality and controlling costs will prove illusory,” he added.

Citing the wave of defensive consolidations in the life sciences industry, panelists explored the fears about public policy that have worsened the climate and put innovation further at risk.  In addition, they cited the dwindling number of entities capable of taking an idea, a discovery, and turning it into a medicine approved for patients.

For example, in a recent survey of medical innovation professionals, nearly three-quarters believe that U.S. medical innovation is declining or remaining stationary; only 27 percent believe that U.S. Leadership in innovation is growing. (“Best and Brightest Forum,” December 15, 2008)

Further, the Pharmaceutical Researchers and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA) cites statistics that show 94 percent of medical innovation professionals see government policy as a key issue determining the success of the medical innovation industry.  However, only 30 percent of those give the government passing grades on this key issue, while 70 percent give government poor marks.

Experts at the forum pointed out that health decreases whenever innovation is hindered; a decrease in medical innovation could result in a regression of health status and quality of life.  As new threats to health are continually evolving, only the application of new technologies – created through research and development – will combat the scourge of life-threatening diseases.

In addition to Holt and Franks, other speakers at the forum included: 
· Henrik Rasmussen, M.D., Ph.D.

Vice President, Clinical Development, Medical and Regulatory Affairs, 

Novo Nordisk Inc.

· Reza Green, Ph.D., J.D. 

Chief Intellectual Property Counsel 
Novo Nordisk Inc.

· Rosemarie Wilk-Orescan, J.D.
Senior Intellectual Property Counsel
Novo Nordisk Inc.

· Philip S. Johnson, J.D.

Chief Intellectual Property Counsel

Johnson & Johnson
· Neil J. Lewis, Ph.D.    

Vice President, Pharmaceutical Division

XenoBiotic Laboratories, Inc.  & Deputy Mayor, Plainsboro Township
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