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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Monday, May 18, 2009

New Jersey’s Biopharmaceutical and Medical Technology Industry Honors State’s Non-Profit Sector at
“Partners in the Community” Recognition Breakfast 

 Attendees from over 150 Non-Profit Organizations Gather to Celebrate

 the Unique Partnership in Serving New Jersey

(Trenton) – More than 150 non-profit organizations were honored this morning at a breakfast hosted by the HealthCare Institute of New Jersey, the state’s trade association for the biopharmaceutical and medical technology industry.  The recognition event, “Partners in the Community”, was held at the Trenton Marriott and celebrated the partnership that exists between the non-profit community and New Jersey’s pharmaceutical and medical technology companies. 
“The Life Sciences industry has a reputation for unparalleled investment in innovation,” said Hon. Bob Franks, President of the HealthCare Institute of New Jersey. “But our investment is not limited to the laboratory.  With equal fervor, New Jersey’s pharmaceutical and medical technology companies invest in our communities.  Over the past 100 years, we have been leaders in making New Jersey a better place to live, work and raise a family.”

Dignitaries expected to attend the event include: New Jersey Governor Jon. S. Corzine, Education Commissioner Lucille Davy, Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Mark Mauriello, Public Advocate Ron Chen, Director of the Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness Richard Canas, Director, Office of Economic Growth Jerry Zaro and Board of Public Utilities Commissioner Nick Asselta.  Members of the New Jersey Legislature expected include: Assemblywoman Mary Pat Angelini, Senator Jim Beach, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Assemblyman Alberto Coutinho, Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo, Assemblywoman Linda Greenstein, Senator Marcia Karrow, Senator Sean Kean, Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr., Senator Joe Kyrillos, Assemblyman Dave Rible, Assemblyman Fred Scalera, Senator Joe Vitale and Senator Jim Whelan.
In 2007, New Jersey’s pharmaceutical and medical technology companies donated more than $237 million in products and direct financial assistance to education, health care, community service and arts organizations throughout the state. 
-more-

The companies’ ingrained culture of community service has also made them a leading source for employee volunteerism – with industry employees giving back to their communities by volunteering at organizations such as local food banks, Habitat for Humanity, the United Way and numerous fundraising walks and runs that benefit a host of disease states, medical research and health care organizations.   

Dr. Perri Klass, National Medical Director of Reach Out and Read, a childhood literacy program noted, "Reach Out and Read's partnership with New Jersey's pharmaceutical and medical technology companies has made it possible for Reach Out and Read doctors to distribute more than 80,000 books to children throughout New Jersey, to give advice to parents about the importance reading aloud, and to build an infrastructure to support for all ROR programs in the state.

“This generous support has helped doctors help children grow up with the joy of books and reading that will help them be ready to learn and succeed in school, " she added.
The community organizations were also lauded for their tireless efforts to improve the lives of their neighbors and colleagues.

“Our efforts in the community could not be successful without capable and willing partners on the ground.  New Jersey is blessed to have a superior network of non-profit organizations, led by exemplary people who accomplish great things on behalf of the less fortunate in our society, our schools, the environment and the arts,” added Franks.

###

A complete list of non-profit organizations who participated is attached. 
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