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Newark Children Benefit From Book Donation

Assemblywoman Cleopatra Tucker Joins NJ Pharmaceutical & Medical Technology Industry to Deliver 4,500 Books to Reach Out and Read Program
(Newark, NJ) – Assemblywoman Cleopatra Tucker (D-Essex) today joined with New Jersey’s Pharmaceutical and Medical Technology Industry in delivering 4,500 new children’s books to seven medical facilities to distribute to their youngest patients. The seven sites participate in Reach Out and Read, a national children’s literacy program in which doctors give books to infants, toddlers and preschoolers at check-ups and advise their parents about the importance of reading to their children.


The donated books were delivered to the Newark sites under a partnership between New Jersey’s pharmaceutical and medical technology companies and their trade association, the HealthCare Institute of New Jersey (HINJ), with Reach Out and Read. HINJ member companies have pledged to provide $100,000 per year for three years to support existing Reach Out and Read sites in New Jersey, expand the program to serve more at-risk children, and establish an infrastructure to help the program grow and sustain itself in New Jersey. 

          “New Jersey’s health and science professionals have shown they are not just committed to helping build strong and healthy bodies but strong and healthy minds, as well,” said Assemblywoman Cleopatra Tucker (D-Newark). “Working together, HINJ and Reach Out and Read are giving countless children in our underserved areas the basics for a bright future.”
As a major partner of Reach Out and Read, New Jersey’s pharmaceutical and medical technology companies have made a multi-year commitment to expand and enhance the program. “This is the second year of our partnership. Last year we donated 37,000 new children’s books to Reach Out and Read providers throughout the state.  This year, we have committed to delivering a minimum of 45,000 books,” said Bob Franks, president of the HealthCare Institute of New Jersey. “We are pleased to visit these sites to show our support for this wonderful program. Our donation today totals $13,500 in donations – that’s 4,500 children’s books that will be distributed to children ages five and younger throughout the city of Newark.”
The books were presented during an event at the Children’s Hospital of New Jersey at Newark Beth Israel Medical Center, 166 Lyons Avenue, in Newark. Through this donation, books also will be given to patients at Newark Community Health Centers located at 741 Broadway and 101 Ludlow St., East Orange Primary Care Center at 444 William St., The Health Place at Quitman St. School, 21 Quitman St., the Teen Health Center at Malcolm X Shabazz High School, 80 Johnson Ave. and the practice of Dr. Guy Delisfort, 815 S. 12th St.
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          HINJ President Bob Franks plans to visit most of the state’s Reach Out and Read sites to deliver books.
Reach Out and Read focuses on the children at greatest risk – children aged 6 months to 5 years living at or near poverty. Doctors participating in Reach Out and Read
distribute carefully selected new, developmentally and culturally appropriate books - starting with board books for babies and moving on to more complex picture books for preschoolers. Bilingual books are available in 12 languages. Each child who participates in Reach Out and Read starts kindergarten with a home library of up to 10 books and a parent who has heard at every well-child visit about the importance of books and reading. 

Research shows that the program really works. Studies illustrate that parents who get books and literacy counseling from their doctors and nurses are more likely to read to their young children, read to them more often, and provide more books in the home. 

Low-income children exposed to Reach Out and Read show improved language development, a critical component of school readiness. Children score 4 to 8 points higher on vocabulary tests, giving 2-year-olds a 6 month head start developmentally. The only American literacy program featured at the recent White House Conference on Global Literacy and one of five organizations worldwide to be awarded a 2007 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) literacy award, Reach Out and Read is endorsed by the American Academy of Pediatrics.

Last year, New Jersey doctors gave away more than 96,000 books to over 70,000 of the state’s youngest low-income children at 48 Reach Out and Read sites. 

Reach Out and Read Founder Barry Zuckerman, M.D., Professor and Chair of Pediatrics at Boston University School of Medicine, says that the grant from New Jersey’s pharmaceutical and medical technology companies will enable the program to serve a greater number of New Jersey’s youngest at-risk children. “We are grateful to HINJ and its member companies for their support of Reach Out and Read’s mission to ensure that every child in New Jersey grows up with books and a love of reading,” said Dr. Zuckerman.  “Because of HINJ’s commitment to early literacy and to Reach Out and Read, young children in Newark will leave their pediatrician’s office with a brand-new book in hand, and parents who understand the importance of reading aloud to them every day.”

Nationally, thousands of doctors this year will give 5.4 million new books to 3.3 million low-income families in all 50 states, Washington, DC, Guam, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Today, Reach Out and Read reaches about 25% of America’s most impoverished children. For further information, please visit Reach Out and Read’s website at www.reachoutandread.org.  
###
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About the HealthCare Institute of New Jersey

The HealthCare Institute of New Jersey is a trade association for the research-based pharmaceutical and medical technology industry in New Jersey.  Founded in 1997, the Institute serves as a unified voice for the industry and seeks to build awareness of this industry’s impact
on New Jersey’s quality of life and economic well-being.  There are currently 28 members of the HealthCare Institute of New Jersey.
About Reach Out and Read

Reach Out and Read is a national, non-profit children’s literacy program that works with medical providers to reach the children at greatest risk – children aged 6 months to 5 years living at or near poverty. Medical providers participating in Reach Out and Read give books to their youngest patients at check-ups and advise their parents about the importance of reading. More than 20 million books have been distributed through Reach Out and Read, which currently serves 25 percent of the most impoverished children in the U.S. Reach Out and Read is one of five organizations worldwide to be awarded a 2007 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) literacy award. The only American literacy program featured at the recent White House Conference on Global Literacy, Reach Out and Read is endorsed by the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
Reach Out and Read has one of the strongest records of research support of any primary care intervention. Peer-reviewed studies indicate that parents who get books and literacy counseling from their doctors and nurses are more likely to read to their young children, read to them more often, and provide more books in the home. Low-income children exposed to the program have shown improvements in language development, the single strongest predictor of school readiness. More than 50,000 doctors and nurses have been trained by Reach Out and Read since its founding in 1989. This year Reach Out and Read will provide 5.4 million new books to 3.3 million children at 3,800 health care sites in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. International programs modeled on Reach Out and Read have been started in Italy, Israel, the Philippines, England, Bangladesh and Canada. For further information, please visit Reach Out and Read’s website at www.reachoutandread.org.  
